[image: ]


MOBILE PHONE POLICY
Purpose of the Policy
Ysgol Y Gogarth recognises that mobile phones are an integral part of modern culture and can be valuable tools, especially in relation to personal safety (e.g., pupils walking home) or as sensory aids during journeys. However, this must be balanced with the need to safeguard pupils from cyberbullying, inappropriate use of the internet and telecommunications, misuse of social media, and disruption to learning caused by mobile phone use during lesson time.
This policy aims to:
· Ensure the safe, responsible, and appropriate use of mobile phones by pupils within the school environment
· Protect pupils and staff from potential harm or distraction caused by misuse of mobile phones 
· Clarify roles and responsibilities regarding mobile phone use
· Comply with relevant UK legislation and best practice guidance for educational settings
This policy applies to:
· All pupils at Ysgol Y Gogarth, including those in the 16+ department and those attending off-site college placements
· All staff responsible for supervising pupils
· Parents, carers, and visitors who bring mobile phones on-site

Roles and Responsibilities
School Leaders and Staff
· Ensure pupils understand and adhere to the mobile phone policy
· Provide sealable pouches for pupils to store their phones upon arrival
· Monitor and address any misuse of mobile phones in line with the policy
· Communicate clearly with parents/carers regarding mobile phone use and any incidents
· Review and update the policy regularly to reflect evolving technology and safeguarding practices
Pupils
· Follow the school’s mobile phone procedures at all times
· Upon arrival, place mobile phones into the sealable pouch provided and hand it to the designated staff member or store the pouch in the individual’s school bag
· Devices will remain sealed for the duration of the school day and unlocked at the end of the day
· Use mobile phones only during permitted times and in approved areas (e.g., supervised use during residential trips)
· Respect others’ privacy and wellbeing by not using phones to bully, harass, or disrupt learning

Parents and Carers
· Support the school’s mobile phone policy by encouraging pupils to comply
· Understand the school’s stance on mobile phone use and consequences for misuse
· Communicate with the school through appropriate channels if urgent contact with pupils is required during the school day
Use of Mobile Phones at School
· Upon arrival at school, pupils must place all phones into a sealable pouch provided by the school and either hand it to the designated staff member or place in their own school bag immediately.
· Devices will remain sealed until the end of the school day, when they will be unlocked.
· Any pupil found with a mobile phone outside of the pouch during the school day without permission will be asked to hand it over to a member of staff immediately. Parents/carers will be contacted to remind them of the policy.
· Refusal to hand over a device will result in parents being asked to collect the device from the school.
· Non-compliance in following this policy will result in the School Behaviour Policy being fully implemented for pupil safety 
· Repeated misuse may lead to the school requesting that parents keep the pupil’s mobile phone at home.
· Pupils in the 16+ department are expected to follow the same procedure using the pouches and unlocking them at the end of the day.
· Pupils attending college/outdoor education must place their mobile phones in pouches on arrival at school and may have access to these during break times (at college or on outdoor trips).   This access will be considered on an individual basis.
· Positive and responsible adherence to this policy will be praised.
· Use of mobile phones on school transport is not the school’s responsibility and must be agreed between parents/carers and Conwy Council’s School Transport Department. 
Mobile Phones on Residential Trips
· Pupils must hand over mobile phones to staff at the start of residential trips; devices will be kept securely in sealable pouches
· Supervised, fixed periods of mobile phone use will be allowed in the evenings
Contact Between Parents/Carers and Pupils
· Any parent/carer needing to contact a pupil during the school day must do so via the school reception
· Pupils may contact parents/carers during the school day only through the school reception and at the discretion of the class teacher
Responsibility for Loss, Damage, or Misuse
· Ysgol Y Gogarth advises parents and pupils to leave mobile phones at home 
· The school does not accept liability for mobile phones that are lost, stolen, damaged, or misused on school premises or during school activities
· Pupils and parents/carers are responsible for ensuring mobile phones are used appropriately and securely





Implementation and Monitoring
· This policy will be communicated to all pupils, staff, and parents/carers via the appropriate methods, e.g. social stories, focused lessons/discussions, Seesaw and on the school website
· Staff will receive training on the policy and procedures for managing mobile phones 
· Incidents of non-compliance will be recorded and monitored by the leadership team
Related Policies and Legislation
· Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
· Behaviour and Discipline Policy
· Data Protection Act 2018 (GDPR)
Review
This policy will be reviewed every three years by the senior leadership team and governing body to ensure it remains fit for purpose and compliant with current legislation and best practice.
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