
  

 

 
 

CWRICWLWM CYMREIG POLICY 
 
 

Background 
 
Ysgol y Gogarth is a school which caters for pupils with additional learning needs between the ages of 3 and 19.  Most 
of the pupils who attend the school speak English as their first language.  In spite of this, the school has a rich history 
of the Welsh culture.  The Education Amendment Act 1988 gave Welsh schools the opportunity to “create, for the first 
time ever a curriculum which is unique to Wales with respect of content and context.” 
 
Through the means of the Foundation Phase, the National Curriculum and the agreed Religious Education scheme of 
work within the county of Conwy, schools in Wales have the opportunity to experience those features which are part 
of our identity. 
 
 

Aims 

 
Our aims are to develop the pupils’ skills when:- 
 
 looking, listening and responding 
 speaking (if relevant to the individual) 
 taking part in role play and dramatic activities (if relevant to the individual) 
 reacting to books (if relevant to the individual) 
 writing (if relevant to the individual) 
 
 

Objectives 
 
Our main objectives are that:- 
 
 pupils should have opportunities to build on information, understanding and skills which have already been 

developed 
 pupils should access broad and balanced experiences as they learn key skills and concepts and receive 

information about the Welsh language and culture 
 pupils are offered a wide range of Welsh experiences at differentiated levels 
 
 

The role of the class teacher 
 
Teachers will:- 
 
 teach Welsh to the pupils in a relevant cross curricular way 
 make the experience of learning Welsh enjoyable through the use of games, rhymes, verses, television 

programmes etc 
 display written words/symbols around classrooms 
 assess and record the children’s development 
 follow a scheme of work relevant to the pupils’ experiences, interests and abilities 
 teachers will prepare weekly plans which outline the Welsh lessons and activities 
 
 



 

 

Teaching strategies 
 
 when teaching Welsh, a programme with plenty of variety should be used to allow the pupils to complete specific 

activities wherever possible 
 the activities and the stimulation should reflect the age, maturity, interests and the linguistic ability of the children 
 pupils should be given opportunities to listen to the Welsh language in stories, songs, television programmes, 

videos, visits by performers or other professional visitors 
 differentiation will be reflected in the level of the work set and the pace of the teaching 
 as well as offering opportunities to the pupils to practice Welsh regularly, there will also be a specific period of time 

to teach the Welsh language 
 the work that is developed will be relevant to our pupils and will reflect their experiences and their daily life at 

school and at home 
 positive interaction such as accepting eye contact will be encouraged and praised 
 language will be reinforced through signing, displaying visual aids and/or other methods of communication which 

are suitable for the individuals 
 
 

Learning strategies 
 
Effective teaching will depend on the pupils:- 
 
 responding to oral stimuli including greetings, instructions  and commands 
 responding to visual stimuli such as books, pictures and so on 
 using language during role play 
 using language in the context of practical and educational experiences e.g. measuring height, tasting foods etc 
 using language when reciting and singing songs and rhymes 
 being active when communicating -  this can include signing, and using the wide range of Information Technology 

resources and the other communication aids available at the school 
 making good use of opportunities to repeat, practice, change and develop their new skills 
 
 

Welsh within the curriculum’s other subjects 
 
Y Cwricwlwm Cymreig 
Pupils should be aware that Wales has its own language and culture.  Every effort will be made to establish Welsh as 
a second language within the school.  Pupils are encouraged to use the Welsh language during extra-curricular 
activities such as the school Eisteddfod and Christmas and Thanksgiving services.  The Welsh language will also have 
a visual role within the school through displays and bilingual label/signs.  The school also endeavours to invite as many 
Welsh speaking visitors as possible to the school. 
 
Communication skills 
Pupils will have the opportunity to develop and use their communication, reading, listening, writing and expressing 
ideas skills through a variety of different mediums. 
 
Mathematical skills 
Where appropriate, pupils should have the opportunity to develop and use their number, colour, shape, measure and 
handling data skills. 
 
Information Technology 
Where appropriate, pupils should have an opportunity to develop and use their Information Technology skills and 
information to find, prepare, process, present information and explain ideas with increasing independence. 
 
Problem solving skills 
Where appropriate, pupils should be given the opportunity to develop and use their skills in questioning, predicting and 
making informed decisions. 



 

 

 
Creative skills 
Where appropriate, pupils should be given the opportunity to develop and use their information and creative skills, 
especially so with developing and expressing ideas and imagination. 
 
Personal and social education 
Where appropriate, pupils should be given the opportunity to develop, use and apply their attitudes, values, skills, 
information and understanding which are relevant to personal and social education. 
 
 

Assessing, recording and reporting back 

 
We will regularly make assessments of the pupils’ progress and the progress made will be discussed further in the 
pupils’ end of year reports.  Work recorded on paper through worksheets will also be a way to assess and record and 
will be of use when reporting back. 
 
 

Special Educational Needs Provision 
 
When teaching children with special educational needs, the pupils must be given the opportunity to celebrate their 
success. 
 
There needs to be a suitable provision so that every pupil has access to the Welsh language:- 
 
 using methods of communication other than speaking such as computers, technological aids, signing, signs or 

pointing with the eye 
 using technological assistance whilst doing practical and written work 
 using adapted aids or equipment to allow access to practical activities both within and outside of school 
 
 

Health and Safety 
 
Staff (and pupils where appropriate) are responsible for Health and Safety when trying to implement Welsh within the 
curriculum.  When going out to the environment and/or using equipment any difficulties should be foreseen.  It is 
necessary that the pupils develop positive attitudes when considering their own safety and the safety of others and 
equipment and in doing so, an ethos of respecting the environment is developed.  Any questions or uncertainty 
regarding health and safety should be discussed with the school’s health and safety officer. 
 
 

Success Criteria 
 
This policy will be revised and updated, as required by the subject coordinator.  When revising this policy the following 
questions need to be considered:- 
 
 Does the success criteria reflect what the school is trying to achieve? 
 Is the school achieving the requirements stated in this document? 
 Is there evidence that pupils are experiencing a balance across the curriculum? 
 Can the subject coordinator show that the planning and monitoring arrangements are effective? 
 Do the current resources meet the needs of the pupils and allow the effective implementation of the curriculum? 
 Is there evidence around the school demonstrating that the pupils are succeeding and enjoying themselves? 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Connections with parents and the community 
 
The school is sensitive to and aware of the need to include and have a close connection with parents and the 
community.  Pupils are made aware of the use of the Welsh language within the community and this is further 
developed by KS4 and 16+ pupils who follow the Vocational Curriculum.  They have the opportunity to develop a 
relationship and work with the elderly, the police and local community centres.  Parents are invited to attend concerts 
which include the Welsh language patterns which are taught in class and also a range of Welsh songs. 
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